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Caruso’s Blography

A Review by W.

ENRICO CARUSO: A BIOGRAFPHY. By
Plerre V. R Key. In collaboration with
Bruno Zirato. Little, Brown & Co.

HE history of the career of the late
Enrico Caruso toid by Pierre V.
B Key, will enfoy a unigue dis-
tinction. It stands alone among biograph-
feal works, for none of the famous stars
of the operatic stage in recent j;ears has
risen to the honor of biographic binding,
except In those instances in which the
singers themselves are the authors of the
books Mr. Caruso was himasif a solitary
figure, not because of the extraordinary
quality of his art, for there have been
jively differences of opinion abour that,
but by reason of his volce, which was as
Maurel once sald of Tamagno's, “la voix
unique du monde.”

Nothing in Mr. Key's volume is more in-
strictive than the wvery story of this
voice. Mr. Caruso was born with the gold-
en tones hidden in his throat, hut he did
not sing as Adelina Patti @id, hecause he

'Mnnthe!pu. On the contrary, he be-
‘Ean his carer in the face of difficultics
which would have driven a less optimistic
man Into retirement. His voloe was wealk.
It was constricted. It refused to ascend
the scale as high as the imperatively neces-
sary B flat without breaking.

Night after night the tenor left the stage
smarting under the sting of fallure and
openly expressed public disapproval. Day
after day men who were recognized us
authorities in the operatic world told him
that he did not kmow how to sing. And
these men told him the truth, for he had
the-essentinl B flat in his throat and
eould mot produce it. Only after he had
learned by laborious study and continua’
effort to muke his voice emlssion free did he
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reveal to the world the priceless vocal
gifts which nature had bestowed upon him.

AMr. Key has told the story of ihe singer's
early struggles clearly and sympatheti-
cally, He has skilfully sketched Mr.
Caruso’s gradual ascent of the ladder of
fame till he reached the notice of the
all powerful Puccini and the publishers
of his operas, the Ricordis of Milan. Even
then the singer begged to be excused
from risking the high note in the narrative
of Rodolfo in the first scene of “La Bo-
beme.”

The author has done his work weil. The
story s direct and often reaches a con-
siderable degree of literary merit. 'This is
particularly the case with the chapter re-
counting the last visit of the author to
the singer, when the iatter was ill In his
New York apartment and preparing to re-
twn to Italy. There is plainly no at-
tempt at & dramatic touch here, but the
tragedy of the situation is fully uncovered
and the emotion of the writer conveyed
In simple words.

There are some interesting letters In
the book, but none more awakening than
that written to Caruso by Edouard de
Reszke, after that eclebrated basso had
=ung In London with the famous tenor.
Mr. de. Reszke said: *“I never heard a
more beautiful wvoice. You sing like a
god. You are an actor and a sincers artist
and above all you are modest and without
exXAgEeritions, You were able to draw
from my eyes many tears. [ was wvery
much touched, and this happens to me
very, very seldom.”

The work Is supplled with a wvaluable
appendix, in which Mr. Zirato has given
the list of Mr. Caruso’s many roles with
the date and place of his first appearance
in each.

=

YOUR INNER SELF. By Louls E Blsch.
Duubleday, Page & Co.

EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLODGY. By Almo
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THE GAIN OF PERSONALITY. By W.
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LTHOUGH the new psychology ap-
A pears only to have touched the
border of a vast and uncharted ter-

ritory, it has nlready revolutionized
our conception of the mind and provided
new and previously undreamt of keys to

yer

action. To be sure, psychoanalysis may
- have heen of

Inte; It maoy have tended to stress unduiy
of life to the neglect of
vet the fact that psychology has
recently taken enormous forward strides
is testified to not only by the newly awak-
en=l public interest in the subject but by
the stream of books that s constantly flow-
ing from All phases of Mlfs,
from the maost secret private behavior to
the most important public actions, are af-
fected or should be affected the new
knowledge; and as proof of this one need
@ no more than to consult the four looks
under review, which deal with the recent
disvoveries of psychology in their applica-
tion both to the individual and to the mass
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At the one extreme, for example, we have |

Dr. Bjpch's volume on “Your inner Self,”
which ‘will probably prove the mosf valg-
able of the four books for the heminner,

Psychology For All

volume on “The Gain of Personality.” As
the subtitle declares, this is "A popular
psychological statement of the practical
values of personality.,” It underiakes o
demonstrate that personality is based on
the elements of charm, force, sympathy,
symmetry, optimism and modesty; it dis-
cusses the difference in personality be-
tween the man who merely is the man who
thinks and the man who acts: it deals en-
tertainingly with subjects such as indivi-
duallty, self-expression, sincerity, courage,
enthusinsm, repose, humor and sensibility.
In a word. it is a bandbook for the man
seaking self-Improvement, and while read-
ing It we are at all times aware of
author's belief that while “No training
no attention can fundamentally alter
cast or the complexion of the mind" yet
“much can be done . . . To give it definition
and relief. both In form and color.”

The above three books all deal with
psychology in relation to the Individoal;
in Mr. Ginsberg's volume, on the other
hand, we have a discussion of psychology
in its application to the group. The author
reaches Lthe conclusion that what s known
as the general or socinl mind is for the
most part a delusion; that there is nothing
in a gatherir o men to correspond to the
mind of a single member of that gathering;
that here may be unity, n general
1 Eroup constiousness among

the
and
the

while
sympathy or

@ it contains a general disgussion of the |
iami- |

o larze number of persons, still there can-

not be that power of concerted thought
or of consecutive uction that characterizes
the individuil, In particular the asthor

| takes pains to emphasize the role that rea-

son should play in the development of so-

sudevct and is clear, concise and clety; he condemns the antl-intellectualists
vuting In its treatmant, aithough elemen who falsely ldentifly reason with a cold
tiry In scope. The reader of this lttle | jogical faculty « alysis and who separate
ook will acquire a fair conception of the | reason from 1t} will and the impulse to

of mind as it is concelved to be by

maodern thinkers; and if he turns (rom Lhis

work to Almo de Monco's treatize on
“Expurimental Psychology.,”™ he will ad-
vance opne step furthere, for Dr. de Monceo
kEas gone a lttle boyond Dr. Bisch In pro-
viding an intervsting and detalied vount
of the rviations between the conscions and

the subeonscious mind.  The latter volume
howsver, & not so well halanced as the
former, s written less vividiy and mani- |

fests an oceasional tendency to be arbi-

| trary or dogmatic in its meéthod

Somewhat different i1z Mr. Loosmore's

-I.v . Mr fins
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| cipal working

thin and by

ing of the

impulees= L1 givine them anid diree 1
tion, then reason is the very v of the |
whole soclal priwess What we want |
is not blind rellance upon mystical im- |
pul not less reason but more reason
more understanding At k= Yo say. of the
econditi inder which the impulses may
be made o waork dher, 0 a8 to jead
to the harmonious development of per- |
| somality in
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Ir you were a floorwalker in ll
I a large department store —

and were pretty smooth—and
attracted so many ladies that busi-
ness boomed—and you were given
the manager's job and found it
steeped in worries, *would you want
to be a floorwalker again or would
you want to quit? Read

Christopher
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